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Dear MP’s Name

I am writing to you as one of your constituents to raise concerns about the Health Bill, which had its Second Reading on 1 June 2026. Among its proposals, the Bill would remove the independent local patient voice arrangements that currently exist across England, including here in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. I believe this risks a significant and largely unnoticed loss of accountability in how our health and care services are run.

Healthwatch Nottingham and Nottinghamshire provides a completely independent way for people to speak up about their experiences of health and social care. Whether it is struggles with GP access, delays in hospital care, problems with dentistry, or support needs in social care, it listens to local people and makes sure those voices influence decision-making across our area. That independence — from the NHS and from local authorities — is what makes it trusted, particularly by people who would not otherwise feel comfortable raising concerns with the services themselves.

For more than ten years, Healthwatch Nottingham and Nottinghamshire has been trusted to raise issues openly and honestly, including on behalf of people and communities who often go unheard. Its work has shaped services across the area and ensured that local feedback is taken seriously by the NHS and local authorities. 

The Bill proposes replacing this independent function with a new Patient Experience Directorate housed within the Department of Health and Social Care. I am worried that this will remove the independence that makes local patient voice effective. An independent body can scrutinise services and work with them to improve them. A function that sits within government cannot do this in the same way. As the King’s Fund has noted, if what comes next is essentially providers and commissioners “marking their own homework”, there will be very little genuine scrutiny. If this independence is lost, there is a real risk that people in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire, especially those facing the greatest inequalities, will have no trusted and impartial route to raise concerns. 

As my MP, I hope that you will consider the impact this could have on people across your constituency, particularly those who already face barriers to being heard. Now that the Bill has had its Second Reading, I would ask that you engage actively as it progresses through Committee and Report Stages, and that you support amendments to protect genuinely independent local patient voice. 

Thank you for reading my concerns. I look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely,
Your Name
