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Dear MP,
I am writing as one of your constituents to express my concern about the Health Bill (formerly known as NHS Modernisation Bill), which had its Second Reading on 1 June 2026. The Bill proposes removing the independent local patient voice arrangements that currently exist across England, including here in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire. I believe this would result in a significant loss of accountability in our health and care system.
Healthwatch Nottingham and Nottinghamshire provides an independent way for people to share their experiences of health and social care. Whether it is problems accessing a GP, delays in hospital care, difficulties with dentistry or concerns about social care, it ensures local people's voices influence decisions. Its independence from both the NHS and local authorities is what makes it trusted, particularly by people who might not otherwise feel able to speak up.
For more than ten years, Healthwatch has championed the views of local people, including those from communities whose voices are too often overlooked. Its work has helped improve services and hold decision-makers to account.
The Bill would replace this independent function with a Patient Experience Directorate within the Department of Health and Social Care. I am concerned this would remove the independence that gives local patient voice its credibility. As the King's Fund has warned, if providers and commissioners are effectively "marking their own homework", meaningful scrutiny will be weakened. Without an independent local body, many people—especially those facing the greatest inequalities—could lose a trusted route to raise concerns.
As my MP, I hope you will consider the impact this change could have on people across our constituency. As the Bill progresses through Committee and Report Stage, I ask that you support amendments to protect genuinely independent local patient voice.
Thank you for taking the time to consider my concerns. I look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely, 
............................................................................................................................
	
	
	



